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THE: KITI ATION.
Th© European new* by the Eoropa and City of

Washington, telegraphed from Halifax anil ('ape
Itace, and which in published in th" Hinuui
this morning, is of the highest importance
to all elates of our readers. The advices
from Great Britain are dated to the ,'th
Inst., embracing a record of the events
which transpired in England and L'ranoe from the
28tb of November, a period of won days. So far
as the statement relates to the jn- id pusitiim of
American affairs abroad, and th probable future
policy of both Hie above ncincd countries towards
the United States, it is of a wry serious character.
England was agitated to an Intense pitch

of excitement by the opposed insult
perpetrated on her flug by the arrest of
Mason and Slidell on board the mail
stesuier Trent, 'ihc anti-American secHon of
the London press had laslied the people into a per.
feet storm ol rage, and u Cabinet < 'o.iucil,licid with
their noise uttd clamor rihgl::.; in the 'ars of the
IfinHt-ra, had almost agreed o- n !Jug th . c h

cause of war with our gown > i-nt. A- a lirst ru-

tolt, the Eoropa was detained at Quceastown by
order of the government to the 2d hi*I..and H A ..

Queen's messenger on bc. rd, v\:ih ik ;>:i !i. <r

Lord l<y»u.s, in which, it is -aid. liie \mb: i.
instructed to demand from Pk Vtf Lin ol.i.iui-
lirm and determined manlier, the restoration of
Mason and Hiidell to the travel; -uitnr and posi
tion which tlu.-y tiijoyed befor- Captain IVi.i.es
took tliem in hand, as well ns a disavowal of and
government apology im the act of ih«t ohicci
from the Sou Jacinto towards llu: Trent.
The London journals intku.H 'thai the Valium

Ston Cabinet li.nl resolved on this course in
Consequence of having a decision from
the law officers of the crow a to I In effi 1 that tin.
seizure of the pi ona of Ihc "S ihhcru Envoys"
to Europe va- illegal under tl eireurn d. a- J
as much an on I rag" again -A interim I iomtl Jtw as if
U had bi.ru effected on British soil.
As an Additional stimulus the London "b.«, or.

A raiajsterial print, demands 1 bai .M .son end hi I<*!1
should be placed qii board a liiiiisli frigate, in the
presence of ecvcial other English war v< .-els, lying
cither in the Potomac or in the harbor of New 1 oik.
Great preparations wore made to have th*- naval
reserve of England re ady for service, so a- thatlier
North American and West India fleet may be
powerfully and promptly reinforced ii new- .iry.

Should war be undertaken by England she i*
recommended by a London paper to, first. iaise
the Union blockade of the Southern porta; second¬
ly, blockade our Northern ports, and, thirdly, iu
conjunction with Franc t, to acknowledge the d
pendence of the South.
An active movement had been undertaken to

reinforce th British army iu Canada, and the sh., s

Melbourne and Australasian wen. chartered to

convey troojis, artillery and muuitions of war fo
the colony, while the laruous iron-plated frigate
Warrior, with the Orpheus (twenty-one guns), arc

to be sent out. to North America immediati iy.
Queou Victoria had issued a proclamation for

bidding the export L «m ni' porta oi the United
Kingdom of gunpowder, nitre, nitrate of nla,
brimstone, lead, and fliesims.

Great alarm prevailed in the Stock Exchange in
London. The English funds had (alien, consols
Were fluctuating and lower, American securit.es
¦at and tending downward, and Canadian st icks
|ffUCt depreciated in value. The agitation b:.d
Also affected the Pans Bourse adversely.
J Tim English reformer* of the Bright and Uobden
Pcheol wore already in favor of pe.aec, aid >1».

fright had delivered a speech iu which ho ouli¬
belled a more calm coaaidoratlou of th© allbii. and
igene rally upheld the cause of the Noilk. (job-
Sen had expressed similar scutinscuts in ,. I«u< r.

£he Iiondon Star.a democratic Organ-.denies tko
Assertions of the other journals #, to,(he war r^co.jjution -M A cling bf tbr^biMtr

ikatqjiuik had beet published to j*how the great

navsl foroo which England can Immediately bring
to operate against us, should hostilities actually
take place. In tlus connection it is interesting to
exhibit the strongth of her flcots in the water# of
Siorth America and the West Indies, the Gulf of
Mexico and the Pacific Ocean, as their united
force will no doubt operate against us in the event
of war. With this view we publish the following
statement of .

TUK BRITISH NORTH AMERICAN AND WEST INDIA
fleet.

BEAK AHM1KVI. SIR ALEXANDER Mil Nl:, K, N , R. C. H., Cl

Kam' of Tuttl, Offlrrr Commartdinu,

Kill).(|| ,

the fleet) i
Rain' George
IminorUiltle
Mersey
Ai ladne
.la-.on
I'm.mm
i'iia.1 11 Li**
PI '-in
II illd«g
D er
II ualdo
T rlble
T rror
!:i er
Imanm
I' a|*rate
II irucoula
liyiira
SplnTuI
I.»i drall........
Nimble
sh piack
Nenle
Or ii i
kilt'.
Sternly III. D. Grant.
Emm M I'mler order* 51
VV inter mid hibeundrrordcnl 61
Orpbettt I Ho ...I ill

E. K. Barnard
F. BgerloB
G. Hancock..
II. Galnwell, V. II...
K. VV. Vaiintl t irl...
K. I'. It Von Donnii.
II. S. IIlllvtr. C. B....
J Kennedy, C, H
Cat t. J. II. Cockburu

Mvklllnp
II N laon.
IV. N. lit)watt, V. 0...
F. II. 11. Gla**!1, C. 1J
F. llullon.
A Mt'L. Lyon*
II. Dmilou

F It SB
W. Wood
it. V. II am lit it
VV I F. VVIIaioi
.1, II. MrMarilti
J. D'A.ry

Murrai

820. 020
67U| G'Mt
094

101)0
,4lU
4')i
10!)

2,0*2
2,622
:yn
3,711
1,1)1)
1.44 1
1,711
1,402
I,Ml
tiki
230
itdd
920

1,9 VI
.'.7,1

1,770
1,03,4
1,043
HIS

1,041
420
213
2 CI
211
211
3"0
4.4)

TOTAL.
Vessels 30
Guns 714
Mcu .8,075

TriC IllllTl.su FLEET FOIt THE GOLF.
IIB '.R APMIRAL Hit ALlIANb*lt 11II.SK, «. N., K. 0. B., COM-

makokr.
VVtoK" rf Vettel. 0»nman<lrr. tfo.qfQun'.
'oiiquoi or Edward s. Sotbuby, C. B 00

lk>tiet;al. Fhorard Osborne,C B09
fviUKparlol Arthur P. li. Wi'.mot, C. 1) 70

I 'I ueton E. 'I'.tl lir.ru 01
TOTAL.

Vessels 4
Guns 819
Moo 2,210

Tin; BltlTI III FLEET IN TBI PACIFIC.
Kl.lR AI>atlBAI4j Sift M AITLARD, It. If., C- H., AND R. WAB-

El.'.', H. S, COMMANM.N'C.
Want of f'futl. (Wicer Commanding, Ount
Sti' imrr An'.enl CF.. Parish3
si amor Bacchante K*r Ad'l BirT. Mvitland

t'.B. ;Mvpt I). Mel Maoken/.i: 81
Steamer Calypeo F. B. Mont e isor IS
smai ir (' an. lem K Hardinga 17
Steamer C'Ji >. T. Mil'er 22
steamer Curncoa \. t'hilimare... 31
Steamer Curlew C. K. Koi b'8 II
-teainer Fori# F.eur Admiral,R. T. Wiurren.. 81

tViiilain, '1'. N tin'tares.
Steamer Forward I R.Itobsnn.. 2
Steamer Grapple .A. P. H. Ilelby 2
Stn.imer Ifrratr 0. TI. Richard* (I
Steamer Mnliue........ W. Grith tm 17
(Hail) Nairn', (elo hip).IV. V,'. Dillon ...' 42
(Sai!)Norlug(st' epoli.I.C. Barlow 42
.learner Oleroo I G. C. Paget 3
Steamer Plumper A. il Hooking 12
Hteauier Spy A. !a bottom3
steamer Tartar ,1. M. Hayes 20
Steamer Termagant R. Itali 24
steamer Tojiuti1. Hon J. W. 3. Spent nr.. 51

TOTAL.
VeisOU 20
Guili 427

Men 4.100
We thus have the annexed
RECAPITULATION Ol' 1 iK NAVAL KOHt'B.
He-it/nation oj f'ltet. A,, ol' 1 vr eh. Oi tuMt

Nortli American and West Ii diu. .50 71.1 H 07.
Ciilf"I i2U10
,,aciac 427 4,Uu
Grandtotal 61 lyico 74,446
Itwaunt first sa.d that t.lic Emperor Napoleon

upproved of England's policy, and the Paris jour
nal condemned our action in the arrest of the re.

bel commissioners. The Eir.piiur, it tvu al, oal
lege I, had determined to *0011 acknowledge the
Southern confederacy. Ho had also ptop,>: ! Ida
service?, it was said, us mediator between tlx
I uited States and England: but nt the latest mo-
m in the French Journals were inclined to cl.;mp<
their tone in our far.*, and the Paris A/o of

[ the 6th instant quietly warns England of the
powerful voice ©I the American people

and adv' cs her to moderate her course in

ho| of a peaceful arbitration. Th. lit y.,H,
adds thai Vipoltob is in "no hum to recogn sv

the South."
Gcneiil Scott win received with pre,it rasper: in

Paris.
It wa- reported that, the J»mt> \dgcr had rap-

tnred and burned a privateer.
Ihc diplomatic v off:; in Wirdniiffton v. ill doubt-

1)© pot iii a state rf ferment for a v r-u or ten
dsn when it becomes known Unit aspeciul Queen's
uicoseiigcT is pusbeuper by the Europa, s'u.' that lie
is :i bearer ol despul hes to lord Lyons; aiso thul
the Penguin, from Penuudi, brings despatches
(or Hint functionary from Admiral Milne. Then is
but little doubt, however, thai nothiwg further, at.

! present, will be done by Lord Lyons Ilia:, to ©pen

j up a correspond' nee with our govemnu at relative

I to the matter in dispute. The news by the Europa

j doe- not appear yet to disturb the go-..-turnout at

J U'lmhiiigton.
j l{i>thu City of Washington we have later inUIJi-
cenee, anion* which is s report that l.um's Napo-

j 'e m has offered his services us >\ mediator between
the North and Booth.
Ouradvic from St.T.onis record the t -v.- '.¦.¦ictis

departure of Senator Trusti n folk ibrthe sue.died

ntlmrn confederacy, taking v i hl.im ten Hoc.-mud

| dollars in gold, a small valise ami « p;ij,-
There tan no longer he uiiy era en for delay in,. !.>

expulsion from the Senate at Washington.
The captain of thr Illinois states that p

I'ii-scd within tiiA miles of < huih stoi.! irbot on (

about the 12th lust., on hi> road from Port 1,'oyal
to Old 1 'ciint, lie noticed that anextensivew.all.sj a-

H' » was evidently a) its height in that city. The
! ret: itiouoiithc cloujs ex.-eel- d an.vlh'iig he ever

j saw. He describes it as upi earing to hc caused

j by an uncontrollable coi.fhignitii :r tb.H must (,.,ve
been aging Toi some time.

I Hy tisc same vessel wsluaru that all the islands
m'jac lit to J'ort lioynl are occupied ly
troej , an ! that two millions of dollars Worth of
cotton i*aj boon seared.
Colnnvl Mulligan, of Lexington tame, ho? been

invited to lecture in till* city. Ue ha,-, accepted
t" invitation, and will lectnreoh Wednesday next,
the proceeds to be d' Totcl to tbo relief of i inland.
A report had rem l ed St. lymi* yesterday that

'bncf.il? lhtiiw an 1 S :in, with Uitir rebel forces.
1 id tui:o:i povxtuou of Lexiugton, that the liuion
tr ioj had engaged them tlw.re, and that a battle
we, then in progress. Additional finon troops
were marching in that direction to meet the rebels-

lu Kenf'icky the lnowmente ol the tt oops betoken
-in enrty engagement with4 tla* rtbeis. Tho ©on-

tei-ding forces arc large on both ?id(^, the icbcla
hav .ng tw« iUvfive tho.isand men under General
Buckner, and the Unionists » suSieicut foreo to
give them battle. General Pncll, in Louisville, is
nt constant tMcgruytyto cuniQunieation witli tb*

the rolling
Ptock of the railwajy In troops and sujr

| Idles. In thg ntfghboihood o{ Bomtrtivt b^th

armios are fortifying, and at Fishing creek, five
miles west of that place, General Zollicoffor is also

reported erecting rebel batteries. There are in-
d -finite rumors in Cincinnati of an engagement
between General JfcCook aud the rebels at Muut-

fordsville, but they arc uot credited.
A skirmish is reported as having taken place at

Somerset on the 3d iust., between a scouting party
of Unionists (Ohio troops) and a rebel force uudtft'
Colonel Zolly.' As the Union troops were out¬

numbered, they hud to retire. Major Helvetl and

Captain t\ E. Prime, United Stales Army, Chief

Engineer of General Bueli'a staff, were takou pi ison
ers by the rebels.
A change in the military commund of the

rebels atvGoose creek, Virginia, has recently takon

place, Gen. Evans having been superseded by Gen.
Jlill.a recreant brevet second lieutenant of the
United States Army. The troops have lately been
somewhat shifted about between Leosburg. Msr-

tinsburg it rid Centrevijle, and ten thousand rebels
are now reported In possession of Winobester.
The news anleoted from the rebel journals und

published in this day's 11mm o is interesting. Zol-
lie,offer's rebel troops in Kentucky are, at last ac¬

counts, reported as having moved to Burkville on the
north bank of the Cumberland river, about 120 miles
southeast of Bowling Green* The Richmond Din-
patch contradicts the report that the rebel general
Sterling Price had been superseded in his command
of the Missouri forces. If admits that such a mea¬

sure was contemplated, but alleges that prudence
dictated to Gen. Jeff. Davis that such a course of
action would be impolitic.
The rebel Gen. Buekner recently sent a flag of

truce from bib camp at Bowling Green, Ky., to the
Union lines, nsliiug permission for his w ife to pass
on to Louisville with the mortal remains of their
infant daughter, which they wished to inter in
their family vault in that city. General Buell
courteously denied t he request.
A correspondent of the Nashville Covrkr, writ¬

ing under date of the 21»t ult., states that the rebel

Kentucky soldiers of Msnussas arc anxious to re¬

turn home.
The same paper riport3 that on the 4th inst.

a la ly of Union cavalry made a descent on

Whippoorwlll bridge, on the Memphis Branch
Prilroad, damaged the bridge, and took elcveu
retel soldiers prisoners. The ri Gels consider
that Uie injury thus accomplished by our

troops is "serious, out of all proportions to the
loss sustained."
A New Vork merchant recently returned from

Richmond, makes an interisting statement, in
which he says that business is generally suspended
at the South; aud that th people of the confedera¬
cy are a uuii for secession; a general wish i» rv

pre - cd there that this country may be-ome in
vohed in a war with England, growing out of the
Slidcll-M:ison seizure.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.
Tho news from Europe, by tho Kuropa at Hali¬

fax and City of AYa-iiinglon off Cape Jlare, is
<lat"'l to the r>th of December one week late; tlutn
tlint tcceived by tlie Hunt-u.
The Koropn -pott the progress of c miner. i«l

and financial fiflair.-t in England and France, with
tl.i-tor.' of the luukeln a. affected by tin war

a,;, ntior in Great itrii h, to the moments pro-
flou to the dnparlure of the City o! Washington.
The last named ve.-c-el hrinps the latent ipi-> oti..on.
thus: - In th-Liverpool cotton market, on the .'M
and ith inwt., there were i ightecn thousand bale'*
sold. Prices were firmer, lut the rates were otr
changed. Uroadai iff; were steady and unchanged.
Consols closed 'n London on the /ith inst. at t'O . a

W.t% lor money, The l.iil h funds ti ll oi; -ha!i
per cent oti the id i.a.-t. The market for American
r;eemi!!( t»;»v flat and ending downward ', iul.on
don on the /ith n-(. Cmiadiau ne«nritic3 were
very flat and deprc. kited in value. The 1' ris
iiotir-a v is dull and her y on the 'Hi irsl.
Spain still innm'simd her tuifrlendly position

towards new-Lai,., although the Minhterof Sar¬
dinia. recent' |n n-»ir ¦<! from Madrid, enjoyed
a popular ovciiou at itaveeh-na. Gnribr.hli w:m

vrry moderate in i»iw language, but the Garibal¬
di u. i.i s-"' rlai -1 .my«. ordered to hold tlicm-
e'n in readaiesr -or action wi'hai ;t inofith. The
Emperor Napoleon 1 d be n compllim-nted in a

very .sjrn cable rummer by the stt i. dealer.-- o;t the
I'arif Hoarse, who offered IcM.r-et a statu- to him
within the enclosure.
The ship Lmly h'r. from London for New

York, jo" 'lit© Plyir'- on t! I'd and was

burned and sculled ft.- same i i> lit.
The sehoona ra 'n-.rfi a DttvM Crown anil

Arlington. 1> intr at the government (lock foot of
\\ avrt-n street. North river, are now h a ling provi-
-i -tit for Locust l'« in:. Tin will e.ieli cairy tic-ut
.'hid tons, and will probably shi this evening.
A throe tnt"led schooner, Captain Willinns, ly¬
ing at the aaiue duel., will ail to-day for Port
Rnycl.W. t*. She ha-- a full cargo, eopsislin-;
provisions and »o be!-, s hav.
The Liiited Sla'.rs stcoin transport Vandcrbilt,

lying at the foot of Warren ft -ct, will sail to-day
al noon for Tori, H< y;>l.

i Nine gaveruini t els ad d ye-fei .'.iy nf'et"
..... two I a:! two brigs cad iiw s. hooueis"

The necessary store them were aidoped from
I the barge office pier during the past fc\. days.

Tic ship -Vtut F. Thump on, tying at plot 52,
Me: t river, is now loading stores fur government,
consisting of flour, beef, pork, earnlh soup, nil
.i.'d other s-nmll stores. Destination unknown.
A correspondent ut ('...sou City. Nevada Tcrri"

tory, writing under date of No-,.. mberstates hi
belie.t that there is cnouph gold and silver ore in
the mountains of that region to supply tint world
for tin next thousand ycats. Flue! want of capital
but b w n4aca ha re been opt nek, but all that li >e

i.e..-a developed urn t ying well. .»j» the sliare»
:.,irng high, those at Ophit aud Gold Hill 'suit:
licid .if f'i.WH) per foot, Governor Njc is rcjnr-
sout' i to be u-.) popular with all c.s.-e;s. 'I bo
Sherid ot (V-r.-'Od City trits stubbed aud killed oti
the night of November « by a man named Msv
field.
The Board of Exsise have ag.;iu returned ..etivo

pro-ecu: ions against uiilkonjed liquor dealers,
tin Hr.tnrday 'ho lollowing neint u persons were ur-
nsteii (or telling liquor without licence: --Jx>uis
Jlu'.U, ol iiJ.) Eleventh street; Jam b Vet;or, of U4
Kidye street: Philip U. Woi t>,, ol old; Pearl stir, i;
hi: Taylor, of %1 Boevciy; ll-nry Peliaoh, of
Hud.ton r'roet, atd .Tames V/ilsaa, of ff7 Fourth
strict. All piiamis whore liceiif»s huv® not yet
been p lid for are required to pay f«.r the > mi nn-

niedbitely, -f they trdl he prog.,: utc»l civilly cud
ertartmlly.

l>r. Chccvt'i preAcked to & Urge cqngri-pation
in tlie Ch» re-b of the Puritans, 1'nion sqvate, host
evi miig; and, after descanting a' son.e length an

bis favorite nubject, slnvory, lie made a pasdng
allu-i ir. to the burning of Charleston. He en-d
that the ordeal which this country was going
through was terrible,and that nothing bat a general

j conflagration cou'd expel from the political tern; Jo
wl it was nccessaiy to be worked out p(it. It
vros owing to conflagrations, more than anythtng

I else, that impeovements were made, in Cities, in
^ plvice of the k^'os, full Of tfce ntyl
dea.h, Would ri«o splendid buildings of
hrcjwa gtonq gud BWthle, <Uq nairow

ways made broader and tl crookod straight. So
the rebellion, if rightly managed, woold be the
means of sweeping from the land all that is nasty
and foul. The preacher then went on to ask his
hearers if suoh an opportunity was to be lost for
pushing on the war vigorously, and concluded by
expressing a hope that the government would be
found equal to the emergency.
The exports of breadstuifs from this port to

Kuropu during the past week were 1,349,094
bushels grain and 73,379 barrels ilour.

Important from Kngland-**Ti»e Ma»on
unit Slldtll Omo-l bc Demand# of ttie
Brttlali Government.

.

tVe publish some important new8 from Eng¬
land this morning. Tho Europa reached llali-
jjy: yesterday, and tho City of Washington ar¬

rived off Capo Race aoon after, bringing one

Week's later news from Europe. The British
government detained the Europa one day for the
purpose ofsending on a Queen's Messenger, with
despatches to Lord Lyons. What may bo tho pur¬
port of these despatches will hereafter uppear.
According to tho intolligonce, as found iu tho
London papers, the British government is pre¬
pared to demand not only a full apology for
the late alleged insult to tho English flag, but
tlio restoration to the protection of that flag of
Messrs. Mason and Slidell. In making this an¬

nouncement, the English papers odd that when
twelve British vessels-of-war shall inuke their
appcuranco In the Potomac or in the Bay of
New York, both of those gentlemon will no
doubt be restored to the protection of the Eng¬
lish government. After saying a good deal
about tho feeling of the British people
in reference to the insult to tboir
flag, and the opinions of the American
press in reference to the promotion of Captain
Wilkes for this gallant act, the English pajior#
conclude that the American government will
agree to the terms demanded of them, But by
the latest despatches, explaining tho reasons tor
the detention of the Europa, it is shown thai
the intelligence conveyed by tho Persia, which
left (hio port on the 20th ult., informing the
English people of the universal sentiment of
approval of the conduct of tho command¬
er of the San Jacinto, had produced
some effect in England, and that con¬

sequently the original instructions to the British
Minister at Washington had been somewhat
modified, but were still strong enough to satisfy
any Englishman.

All this excitement has boon produced in
England by the agitation of the cotton mer

chants, the politicians and manufacturers in
want of the raw material, demanding instant
reparstioif for this alleged outrage to the Brit ish
flag; and the government, feeling the necessity
of doing something in consequence of tho pros
sure of the tory party upon them, have taken
the strong position reported in this news. Every
one who understands tho relations of tho
British government to the people will
nt once see the reason for this diplomatic move
But on carefully rending over the opinion# of
the leading English newspapers, it is manifest
that they have a very bad case, and that it will
be a difficult thing for them to establish their
light in the eyes of tho world. The right of
belligerents to board neutrals has been conccd
(<1 by England for more than a century, and it
i: a p at ol her maritime c-oiio, insisted upon '

her for years; ami so patent is this fact that the
London Post ancl London 7'ifnts had already
decided the mattor in our favor, although the
latter journal said that this event called for a

ni a* c< de.
Thoie can be no doubt that this news will

produce a great sensation throughout this
Country. But there is no need oi getting ex¬
cited over the detail:'. It is nevertheless the; art
of wisdom for our government to be prepared for
tiny emergency that may ari.-c. 77 c greatest
f /fmis slu-nhl ol o '.e l" w<t(le, without the loss
rf a day. to pot our seicocst and lake d'fences
in th" uiosl condit'on of defence; and
our loco! tiiiHI'o should !>( more folly armed,
rpi']>ncd u,nt <!ri'e<l in tin v;e of arttilery and
/,.< .y ordnance. These are the duties required
of each Stale. Ear the rest, we may leave the
management of 'his question in the bauds of
Mr. Secretary Seward.

With her brilliant Miceescos in the naval
struggle bctw on Oliver Cromwell and Hol¬
land. two centuries ago, England le-gun to
assume a dictatorial supremacy on the seas.
From her .subsequent naval conflicts with the
other maritime Powers of Europe, culminating
in the humiliation of the combined naval pre¬
tensions of F ranee and Spain at Trafalgar,
-he practi ally secured the recognition of
her supreme authority on the ocean by the
European continental States. She has, how¬
ever, during the last half century, recognized,
on diffeient occiuiom". a somewhat alarm lug o!»-
jade to this stipr lancy in the great and rapidly
growing maritime r< pu' lu. of the Lnifed States
of America. Ileu.o In r indusirions labors and
machinations in the work of the dissolution
of lie Union of lhe-e .States, through the
ngiiatien of the slavery question. The ob¬
ject of England in this assumed labor of
love and philanthropy has been simply the re¬
moval of a great and flourishing rival commer¬
cial Power fi em the Held of her eKclinivc d(>-
minion. Nor could human ingem !y hnvocon-
I rived ft mure formidable engine (or this pur-
pose than (his sectional slavery agitation,
The enterprise has so far succeeded us to

give to the feudal oligarchy of England n new
lease of that power which was slipping through
their linger#, from the moral influence
of out successful popular institutions. Our
Union i- temporarily rout in fwuin- the moral
influence in Europe of our peculiar institutions
i« suspended, and with the establishment of a

j Southern confederacy, llie only commercial
rival which England bold- in fear will he
to.often up. Before the outbreak of this re-
hellion the cainmcvint tonnage of III: United
Stf.tei had advanced fur beyond that of England.-
and our next stop rniglc bo a naval wMaVdish
inert which wojiu bold her in check through*
nut this continonr. With this Southern rebcl-

| lion, therefore, the cloak ot English abolition
j ph .a'.iUaopv is thrown off - her sympathies are

wi'.lt the purely pro-Slavi ry confederacy of Jeff-
i Davis*. Uncle Torn cease# u> bo tier idol, and
[ a cotton bale is set up in bis place.

At sueb a time, sml under such cirouuMaueer,
we tire not disturbed by outspoken misgiving# of

! the direct intervention of England as an ally of
Jeff. Davis, on the convenient pretext of this
affair of Slidell and Mason. But maritime lawn,
authorities and profit dents of England's own

making stand in the way. She cannot, so

broadly stultify herself ns this affair would
demand in making it an insult, the cannot
declare that wrong which, for two centuries,
she ha# preached and enforced #s the right. Out

! of hwvjWtVliaouth. Uie judgment ie aga<nst bhtjft I# onlydtditfnhtfiUVg to the doctor a doso of
i ^is owft medicine. But tjiq boldness of t,hia act

of Captain Wilkos Is none the less g^NinC,to England's maritime self-conceit. Aamir^'d.
however, of her neutrality.from the reasons as¬
signed, we may congratulate ourselves that
Captain Wilkes has broken the charm of
Engiaud's dictatorship on the ocean, and this
question may as well be settled for all time to
come by properly meeting whatever demands
England may now make.
The continental Powers of Europe, including

France and Russia, will exult over this trans¬
action with undisguised pleasure. It is a telling
blow at the prestige of England's absolutism on
the sea, and hence the indignation in London(Liverpool and Manchester. Tho United Stutes
government, in assuming the responsibili¬
ty attaching to this Mason and Slidoil
seizure, at this crisis of a continental
domestic war, cannot be weak or doubtful of
tho issue; and such will be the general opinion
of Europe. We dare say that essentially we
shall command tho respect of the sober second
thought of Engluud herself. We incline to think
that her sagacious statesmen will soon realize
the fact that England's only route to our South¬
ern ootton fields leads through the city of Wash¬
ington, and that it U safer to consent to the res¬
toration of our U nion than to risk the possible
European consequences of intervention to
achieve our destruction, however desirable this
may be in view of the future control of the af¬
fairs of North America.
Meantime we are confident that this Mason-

Slidell affair, without interrupting our relations
of peace with England, will have a great moral
effect in favor of our government and our cause

throughout the European continont; but if Eng¬
land is determined, in spite of her own code
and long practice, to make demands upon this
government such as indicated in the London
Observer, she must of course assume all the re¬

sponsibilities of a war between the two nations.
It will not probably enter the mind of a bingle
American, lor a moment, even after reading the
uows in our columns to-day, that Mason and
Slidoil will bo surrendered to the English go;
vernment.

The Terrific Fire lit Charleston.The
Citadel of Secession Laid Wait*.

Charleston is in ruins. The tivenging hand
of retribution has fallen upon the citadel of se¬
cession. and terrible has been the visitation.
The steamship Illinois, which left Port Royal

at six o'clock on "Wednesday evening luBt, the
11th instant, reports »i Fortress Monroe that
in passing by Charleston (which must have
been about ten o'clock the same evening! the
whole city appeared to be enveloped in flames.
Owing to the bars at the outlet of Charleston
Bay, the Illinois, in passing along the outer
coast, probably came not nearer the city than
the distune© of eight or ten miles. The con.
flagration, then, must iudeed have been ter¬
rific, when, from the deck of the ship, it appeared
as if the whole city was wrapped in a sheet, of
tire. Wo have thus every mason to bo)itwo
that our illustrative map and its accompanying
details, vvbioh we published yesterday, from iho
scanty outlines of our telegraphic despatches
via Norfolk, were deficient in failing to cover
the area of the city destroyed.
That this devastating fire w as also the work

of an ir.cendlnry and of a negro conspiracy
there is reason to suspect, from a very remark¬
able c (incidence. The Illinois reports that
during the night of the 11th, ami while she was
pa-sing by Charleston, a strong g: le was blow¬
ing from the northward, so strong that it mate¬
rially impede d the progress of the ship. It was
a dry wind, and from the northward,and the (ire
broke out. in the very spot from which the wind
would most surely carry the flames over the bu¬
siness and wealthy portion of the city. This is
the coincidence; utnl it would seem to involve a

design and a selection of the time and place
best adapted to sccuro the required co-opera¬
tion of h high wind in carrying out thi^ design.
This suspicion is reduced almost to a convic¬
tion, in connection with our (io-l reports and
rumors from secession sources. Still the fire
may have been the result of an accident, al¬
though the facts point strongly to the other
presumption.
From the negroes on the Sea Islands con¬

tiguous to (hone occupied by the troops of freno-
ral Sherman we may safely assume that the
blacks of Charleston have been excited, if not
inflamed, by (he wildest reports and theories
of a coming jubilee. The slaves? all along the
coast between Beaufort and Charleston, on the
one band, and Savannah on the other, have
lately been witnoraos ro, it not assistants in, the
burning by the set exsiouists of their crops of
cotton, corn and rice, to prevent their falling
into the hands of " Use Yankees." There have
dot'.btlc.-s, too, been -uoh scenes of confulou
and dismay of laic among I he whites of Charles-
ten. and such un aggravatingpressure of terror¬
ism and destitution there upon all clussos. that
thhy have operated yeriou ty to demoralize the
black population. The contrabands coming
into thocijups of General bherman, whe n osLod
individually Where is your master»" have
answered, '. Massa run off. Got no massa now.
Fi e" man, now, mas a;" aad this idea may have
inspired the negroes of Charleston to the or- !j:<
d 'led of a tiro in behalf of " the Yankeesatid
their own deliverance.
But should this prove to bo the truth, we still

earnestly pretest against this disorganizing abo.
litlon idea that it is our policy and our neces-

sity to turn loose the slaves of thr South and
make them our incendiary allies in the work of
suppressing this rebellion. If we were waging
this war for tie destruction aud depopulation of
the South, this abolition programme would
serve our purposes; but, c it is the policy of
the government to rescue the South from de¬
struction, and to restore it to the protection of
the Union, let the war be so conducted as to
convince our Southern people thrit there are

our purposes, and this rebellion will soon col¬
lapse and fall to pieces. Its elements of terror,
extortion, spol is thai, discord and di .solution are
so abundant, and havo become so formidable,
that Jeff. Ravi* and bis wretched despotism
cannot, much longer hold out against tbora,
with or without a great battle. Let Prcsi-
dent Lincoln adhere to his banesl and infallible
Union war policy, and lcl General Meridian

[ go on cpiietly with lib grand cordon of military
i combinations, an<l we shall Lars this rebellion
put down before the end of the winter. It hi
consuming it-s own trials, and it cannot live.

[ Meantime this destructive fire at Charleston,
whether tVom accident or bnmou design, or a

visitation of Providence. is a deadly blow to
secession. NVo may deplore the sufferings which

i it will bring upon thousands of destitute farni-
lies; but wo hope that, millions Will soon realise
its advantages, in view of 11$ suppression of
ttig'igiVM? producing, rebellion 0*?*
land. Now is tbo ttrafl for a forward movement
t>v Geftoral Shernan aud CojuipwtoW Danogt

upon Charleston. The city It open to them, am 4
with its occupation, or of what remains of it, b;V
our troops, the existing consternation through
out the South will be changed into a spoo
^aneous popular reaction for the Union.

M.f8. Greenhow'.* Indignant Letter to Mr
Sewak'R..We are indebted to the Richmond
Whig fo.v the pungent letter which we publisl
to-day of Mrs. Rose Greenhow to Mr. Seward,
touching her late imprisonment in her owt
house in Washington, as it secession emissary
Having been released and sent over Into Seces
sin, she doubtless furnished a copy of the letter
in question to the journal from which it is ex
traded. It is just such a philippic as one would
expect, under the circumstances, from a spirited
dashing, active and fearless female politician ol
the South Carolina school of seoession malig¬
nant*. She complains bitterly of the rude
and offensive behavior of her jailors; but
she forgets that men thus employed are
very seldom remarkable for tbo re¬
finements and accomplishments, graoes
and gallantry of the fashionable circles of
Washington. She discourses fluently; but flip¬
pantly upon the freedom of speech, and upon
her right to exorcise it, and upon the cruel
tyranny of her imprisonment; but sbe forgets
that while at large in Washington she was a

dangerous agent of a hostile army besieging our*
national capital. Grant all the personal rights*
of freedom of speech and notion which
Greenhow demands, in the midst of this greal
rebellion, and we may as well abolish our

armies, and turn ovor the country to unre¬
strained ruffianism; for under this system of li¬
berty we should all bo at the mercy of ruffians
and robbers.

In those gay secession circles which ruled
the Court and Cabinet at our federal city under

diluted rose water administration of Mr-
Buchanan, Mrs. Greenhow was a bright and
shinli-g light. She had no doubt shared with
that brilliant and charming coterie, of which
Mrs. Slidell and Mrs. Gwin were tbo ruling
spirits, that splendid recession idea of the easy
occupation of Washington by Jeff. Davis, his
cunip, Cabinet, Congress and government, and
that under this now regime the fascinating cote¬
rie aforesaid, Including Mrs. Greenhow, would
be exalted to a higher and an indefinite reign
of beauty and glory. Mr. Reward, however,
interposed liko an evil magiciau, and with a
wave of his powerful wand destroyed all these
beautiful castles in tho clouds. And so we can
excuse this piquant and pungent 1 iter of Mrs.
Greenhow. Even the groat Napoleon, philoso¬
pher as he was, when cooped up at St. Helena
could not refrain from scolding.
How the War Pays Its Own Expenses..

By the arrival of the steamer Illinois at For¬
tress Monroe, we have advices from Port Royal
to the Ilth Instant. Affairs there seem in tho
best possible condition. All of the islands about
Port Royal have been seized and are now held
by the Union troops, and (he cotton upon these
islands is being picked by the contrabands, under
tho direction of our officers. About tico million
dollars worth of cotton has already been se¬

cured; and this sum will almost pay the expenses
of the expedition. This i3 the way to make the
war pay for itself. Our officers sent upon these
expeditions ought to be instructed to collec*
the cotton as soon as our forces are landed, and
ship it immediately to some Northern port. It
is a wise Napoleonic vule of war to make the
enemy pay the expenses of the army which
conquers him.

Ikon Floating Battehies.. We published lust
week full and detailed accounis of 1 ho monster
Homing battery now building at Hoboken, of
(be Slot ess iron battery and of the Ericsson
battery. With these the government ban now
five of those formidable engir.es of war nearly
completed, and we are informed that specifica¬
tions are ready and contracts will soon bo giv¬
en out for twenty more. When those twenty-
fivo iron floating batteries (including that to be
presented by Mr. Stevens) are rendy for ac¬
tion, all. of the forts seized by the rebels will
bo easily retaken, and the secei-ionists will find
that iltere Is no safety, as well as no rest, for
the vicki d.

Men in Uniform Abott the Stkhkis..There
ire a great many discharged and retired sol¬
diers who glitter about our stree ts in uniforms
which they have not the slightest right to wear.

Many of these fellow * are as b >gu« as Peter Funk
watches, and bring discredit upon all genuine
soldiers, A Provost Marshal ought to be ap¬
pointed for thi < city, to overhaul these shoulder
strapped gentry and scud them to their regi"
ments, if they have any, or compel them to pro¬
duce their furloughs or doff their uniforms.
True soldiers are always modest, and, as these
fellows lack 'modesty, it is very certain that
they are not true soldiers.

ScAitciiv of Beguaus..In spite of the hard¬
ness of the times and the increasing coldness of
tl e v. outlier, there is a great scarcity of beggars
in our streets. The pay sent home by soldiers,
the open purses of our citizens, the pro¬
vision made by the Corporation and by so¬
cieties for the relief of volunteers' families
and the pros idontlal mildness of the season ac¬

count, in part, for this dearth of beggars. Our
benevolent people should see to it thai this
scarcity continues. Benevolence is a great vir
tuo, and, in war or peace, * ilie poor ye have al¬
arms w ith you."
CiR Great A km v -Is Anybody Muhip?.

Alth H'f h New York city lias sent thousands of
sol<" ts to the wars, our fit sects seem as crowded
u.s v, or. au<l Broadway is just as brilliantly
I ngi tl as in times of peace. Except by the
friends and relatives of th- absent soldiers, no

one nppcc- to be rub-ad. This one fact
speaks volume* for the great resources of tho
North. We can send out another half million
men, If necess irv, and scavsely miss evetlhena-

The Poor and the UouPATs.- The-boiidaye
are now fast approacbkig, end already the an¬

nual fairs for the poor, tho widows and the
orphan." are being bold all over tho city. Now
is tlui time for open purses and Ntty charity.
Many thmilies have been dep. ived «i their sup¬
porters by the war, and it behoove* those o? ns

who have the mean# to Sb iist tkeso poor per¬
sons. Charity is always a duty, but at thb> tieaf*
It is also » patriotic, duty.

Ovenimi or a New Duwk u\ run ^Central
Paiak.-.A new drive, seven miles long, has just
been computed in the Central Park., and will
be opened h> the public to-day. When tho
Miows of winter come this new drly e will afford
the very finest, opp wtanity lot? sleigh riding
wyAvhore about the met;cipul'3. Indeed our

gitizcs^ wjU find that, in <c\t»^t nrf^ beauty, thin
! ham^WbWi»w»paw*il Vymojrte Ukiw arid.
Nffw well ife^rdvd of hor Central

I I'ark.


